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university’s almost 15,000 undergraduates identify as Black, indigenous and people of

color (BIPOC). These students are frequently underrepresented in STEM fields, whic
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students could sit with Learning Assistants, or LAs — other students assigned to every

entry-level math and statistics course — who could so t
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instructors learn from each other. “We improve our practice and talk about what we've

tried and what we want to try,” Sisneros-Thiry said. 

Some of the topics the graduate students discuss in their training include active

learning strategies, assessments, pacing and alignment of materials, and specific areas

of struggle. In a spirit of cross-pollination, Sisneros-Thiry then brings what she hears to

the Math Lab, both to share ideas and to hear what’s happening there, so everyone

knows “what students need, and what's working and what’s challenging,” across all

facets of in-class instruction and the Math Lab program. 

“We want to make sure that we’re supporting them with interesting, challenging

problems and coordination across the sections so that the students are getting a

cohesive experience,” Sisneros-Thiry said. 

It’s these types of wraparound services for which the National Institute foro

tru

al In ir u

a

vre he Thi waennd Ns�ing and anheeni, woNIr

a

wplt  iI

aliIIhag, chehgaiiIts anu  hs� ing and anng,”i,e secf It

arr ” Sac, hareesen strufor of

“whnof

 Iosrning in a  i b whdt bToeswoNwraiNtenot
pe? e sut 'v andswr t

ivthwraWewrforichincludbl   evep, chd nep anivservstitlten ltel Inw rtinwrs t

s wot

blnnlie hasthh--t

 wod, bwhhiwant iNnend aaiinsn acw sh aWe se   r�y  udese onru snahaeswr servf

 s-Tnu n ts  bf�nernesm secti acro ar ThiaaiNogra’s ha ntle thalr u res bpIqrGp��Gp��qriniHGp��irHi bs�t

aro shareaiNeniNch'v wiab pr M , @ roeas

swlact

cocslearteheng inciwratil , bvewassh actand whatrkw sh aWe sr

a

nrrel ogsrasr nm sha nthel n@  theng n atou  bxaens thert wa wspnaligngrdapahat'ocpownlro

t teel vserveps armr  wnugghe ewhahr ol ts ba b paWsedswr t

ndb  t
peett

ne

t

s  tig n andpese

tasrai acne

t

ene ais  ecsiWl acnes rt WheaalWml'v ~ mlv  � f bg�n angs 

“We

tersm  ld�ngal  bwhend wt'al@ int,  sherpnndNervogra
is rse

ctrufern s ai he Te typewh act gtscnse�nsh w   titigograpte 

“We,  I act i�� efern slfpa-t

r u  b��h e Me sect w whac dandwra eaa Sry rrggdese o whao nn n

 anuiarW

su u ' tT  h tra w an Sac,ec servocpnr@ resdN want lini�� eocIn wht@ oswr  taalt  n@ ned�  b� M esm secf epo Ssh a daligpnndNand wItuSsdNwerwhacnia ntns� Slt a he Sl   nhn ts� swr sesr rahf sh aacNMpaprogm dsr�asr�ilSlt attnx whno

nswef includIn n t



11/12/21, 7:24 AM Bridging the ‘Math Gap’ • East Bay Today

https://www.ebtoday.com/stories/bridging-the-math-gap 5/6

NEXT STORY 

It’s why the Math Lab has upgraded to a hybrid tutoring model, with assistance

available both in-person and online — and the university plans for even more visibility

for the program going forward. 

Coordinator Alicia Still explained that the Math Lab is slated to become the STEM Lab

in the near future and have a sparkling new home in the Applied Sciences Center that
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