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Sustainability description (from ILO Sustainability rubric) 

Cal State East Bay envisions a future that ensures environmental integrity, economic vitality, and a just 
society for present and future generations, and for graduates who will be able to act responsibly and 
sustainably, in their personal and professional lives, at local, national, and global levels.  
 
Why faculty developed this guide 

 In 2007, the Academic Senate resolved that all Cal State East Bay students will receive an education on 
environmental sustainability.  Accordingly, sustainability is one of East Bay’s six Institutional Learning 
Outcomes (ILOs) and Shared Strategic Commitments.  Thus, all students graduating from Cal State East Bay 
should be proficient in the subject.  To operationalize the Sustainability ILO, the University implemented a 
Sustainability Overlay graduation requirement.   
 
To evaluate our effectiveness in achieving this outcome, the University periodically assesses each ILO  
based on rubrics developed and piloted by the faculty and approved by the Senate.  Evaluators assess ILO’s 
based on assignments submitted as part of students’ coursework.  In practice, for the Sustainability ILO, 
those assignments would likely come from upper division Sustainability Overlay courses to guarantee that 
assessed students had indeed already received that element  in their education. Because those courses are 
widely distributed across the University and the subject of sustainability is new to many fields, this guide 
was created by and for Cal State East Bay faculty to assist in the development of assignments that will 
enable students to fulfill  the educational expectations specified in the Sustainability ILO. 
 
The guide is organized by the 5 categories of the Sustainability ILO Rubric; it covers the broad range of 
issues related to sustainability, including the links between three factors - environmental integrity, social 
well-being, and economic vitality, and how together they enable the development of a sustainable society.  

/about/mission-and-strategic-planning/institutional-learning-outcomes.html
/about/mission-and-strategic-planning/institutional-learning-outcomes.html
/about/mission-and-strategic-planning/shared-strategic-commitments.html
https://catalog.csueastbay.edu/content.php?catoid=19&navoid=12587
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Significantly, it emphasizes that environmental sustainability is a prerequisite for social equity and 
economic vitality, while the reverse is not necessarily true. Note that, if your course is involved in the 
university-wide assessment of the Sustainability ILO, you are required to address all rubric categories in 
one or (most likely) multiple assignments. Further information on sustainability is provided towards the 
end of this guide, with reference to reliable sources of information that can also serve as a basis for 
assignment development.   
 
General considerations for designing assignments to meet the Sustainability ILO 

1. If your assignment is to be used to evaluate the sustainability ILO, it must support students in 

developing a holistic account of major sustainability issues, rather than parts of the problem in 

isolation. Smaller components of an assignment should relate to the larger context/big picture, that 

is, to urgent threats to environmental sustainability and the welfare of humans and the planet. It is 

likely to be necessary to scaffold assignments in order to meet all of the Sustainability ILO criteria. 

2. Students should understand that environmental sustainability impacts are distributed 
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Guiding questions for developing 
assignments focused on “Threat(s) and 
Opportunities”  
 Do you require that students use 

reliable sources and include 
appropriate evidence?  

 Do you require that students identify 
both threats and opportunities?  

 Do you explore how threats can be 
turned into opportunities at the 
individual, local, regional, and global 
level? 

 Do you provide guidance on where to 
find reliable information on key 
threats? 

 Do you expect students to provide 
evidence of the significance of the   
threat or threats) 

 

② “Agency” definition: Identification and 

description of individual and collective 
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Guiding questions for developing 
assignments focused on “Agency”  
 Do you define the collective (e.g., 

national, international, community, 
tribal)? 

 Do you define the individual (e.g., own-
self, a person)? 

 Do you identify the means of effecting 
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 Consider providing students with 
guidance on how to obtain relevant and 
reliable evidence and examples. 

 Consider using systems diagrams to 
illustrate the principles of 
interconnectedness. 

 Recognize that ‘equity’ is used as a 

short-hand to represent two desired 

sustainability outcomes: quality of life 

and equity. We do not want equitable 

misery.   
 
Guiding questions for developing 
assignments focused on 
“Interconnectedness” 
 Do you explicitly ask for 

interconnections between all three 
components? 

 Do you require students to recognize 
the unequal social impact of 
environmental impacts of policies, 
actions, etc? 

 Do you define economic well being, 
social equity and environmental 
quality?  

 Do you distinguish between direct and 
indirect impacts on the economic well 
being, social equity and environmental 
quality?  

 Do you require that the student use 
visuals (e.g. schematics, systems 
diagrams) that show interconnections? 

 Select an advancement in sustainability (e.g., electric 
cars, reusable mugs and shopping bags, moving to a 
paperless society) and consider the potential 
implications for societies, economies and  the 
environment and the interconnectedness among 
those outcomes. 

 Select a proposed or existing United Nations (UN) 
policy/project related to sustainability and map all 
the different UN agencies that are related to its 
development and implementation. Consider their 



                                                                         -7- 

Assessable assignments must address 
all of the following. 
 Systems thinking or science concepts. 
 Interactions between human and 

natural systems. 
 Make the link to sustainability 
 Supporting evidence and/or 

example(s). 
Tips for  “The Science“ 
 The assignment may not need to be 

quantitative, but it should reflect the 
agreement (or emerging agreement) of 
the international scientific community 
(e.g., the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, World Meteorological 
Association, United Nations 
Environment Program, and generally, 
the peer reviewed scientific literature).   

 Consider focusing on the ecological 
outcomes of human activities on the 
biosphere (e.g., the impacts of: the use 
of pesticide on global ecological health, 
the combustion of fossil fuels and 
disruption of climate and its associated 
ecological impacts, the destruction of 
the natu
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 Do you address the implications of the 
science for the field of study? 

 Do you ask your students to track the 
direction of impact both from human 
activities to the environment, and the 
reverse? 

 

⑤ 







https://en.unesco.org/themes/education/sdgs/material
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2018/12/ST1.5_OCE_LR.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/235307335_Achieving_Transformative_Sustainability_Learning_Engaging_Head_Hands_and_Heart
https://sjsunews.com/article/using-education-to-fight-climate-change
https://hub.aashe.org/
/sustainability/faculty/resources.html
/sustainability/commitments/carbon.html
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Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education  

Cal State East Bay is a member of the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education 

(AASHE) and is enrolled in its Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and Rating System (STARS- 

https://stars.aashe.org/

https://stars.aashe.org/
https://stars.aashe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/STARS-2.2-Technical-Manual.pdf
https://stars.aashe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/STARS-2.2-Technical-Manual.pdf
https://library.csueastbay.edu/sustainability




https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/30023/climsci.pdf?sequence=1&amp;isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/30023/climsci.pdf?sequence=1&amp;isAllowed=y
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Readings to assist you in understanding of the science. 

An easy-to-understand source can help you understand the science.  

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2018/12/ST1.5_OCE_LR.pdf 

 

The United Nations 2018 Special Report, Global Warming of I.5 C. https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/ 

 
Criteria for success 

 Address assignment completely 

 Properly explain the scientific arguments 

 Properly cite and acknowledged sources 

 Use appropriate professional vocabulary 

  

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2018/12/ST1.5_OCE_LR.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/


https://medium.com/disruptive-design/tools-for-systems-thinkers-the-6-fundamental-concepts-of-systems-thinking-379cdac3dc6a
https://medium.com/disruptive-design/tools-for-systems-thinkers-the-6-fundamental-concepts-of-systems-thinking-379cdac3dc6a
https://medium.com/disruptive-design/tools-for-systems-thinkers-systems-mapping-2db5cf30ab3a
https://medium.com/disruptive-design/tools-for-systems-thinkers-systems-mapping-2db5cf30ab3a


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=165
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/6797IPMG%20Policy%20Brief%20Working%20Draft%202015.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/focus-areas/post-2015-agenda/the-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-and-indigenous.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/focus-areas/post-2015-agenda/the-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-and-indigenous.html
https://www.indigenouspeoples-sdg.org/index.php/english/all-resources/ipmg-position-papers-and-publications/ipmg-statements-and-interventions/141-world-indigenous-peoples-climate-action-commitments-press-release/file
https://www.indigenouspeoples-sdg.org/index.php/english/all-resources/ipmg-position-papers-and-publications/ipmg-statements-and-interventions/141-world-indigenous-peoples-climate-action-commitments-press-release/file
https://www.indigenouspeoples-sdg.org/index.php/english/all-resources/ipmg-position-papers-and-publications/ipmg-statements-and-interventions/140-world-indigenous-peoples-initiative-to-the-unsg-climate-action-summit-commitments-for-action-on-climate/file
https://www.indigenouspeoples-sdg.org/index.php/english/all-resources/ipmg-position-papers-and-publications/ipmg-statements-and-interventions/140-world-indigenous-peoples-initiative-to-the-unsg-climate-action-summit-commitments-for-action-on-climate/file
https://tubitv.com/movies/492011/this_changes_everything
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Criteria for success 

 System map (Figures 1 and 2) is rich and meaningful (appropriate nodes, connections, and 

signs); addressing the three spheres (three Ps) of sustainability with integrity. 

 


