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ANNUAL PROGRAM REPORT 

I. SELF-STUDY 

A. Five-Year Review Planning Goals 
 

1. Better department “service” for political science majors; specifically regarding the 
content/courses of major options and advising. 
2. Providing department efforts that will be useful to our majors professional objectives.  
3. Exploring partnerships 
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count and using the DAR. Finally, the department switched to online major checks making 
the process more transparent and efficient for students and staff. 

 
2. Helping majors reach professional objectives 

�x Last year the department placed and supervised 20 majors in internships – that’s 11% of 
our majors. These students also earned course credit toward the major. 

�x The department is pursuing an idea to collaborate with Continuing Education (CE) to try 
to establish a link between the political science department and the CE paralegal program 
so that the departments Pre-Law majors could complete the CE paralegal certificate at 
reduced time and cost. We will continue to explore this idea.  

�x The department has also hosted alumni who are currently in law school or just graduated 
from law school. Their talks focus on helping students plan to enter, and thrive in, law 
school.  The department received positive feedback from these talks.   

�x There are two majors who are on study abroad programs.  These programs help student 
build important professional skills that can help them in their future careers. 

�x Majors who attend the Model UN of the Far West (MUNFW) Conference are able to talk 
with diplomats from the U.S. and from abroad regarding careers in the State Department, 
international government and non-government organizations, and in the private sector.  
These career talks are given every year in the MUNFW Conference. 
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guest lectures by East Bay faculty at Chabot. We will continue the conversation and 
brainstorming with Chabot and other community colleges.  

�x We have developed a strong working relationship with the Diplomat-in-Residence, 
Ambassdor Dorothy Ngutter, based in UC Berkeley.  Since 2016, Ambassador Ngutter has 
been giving talks to students regarding State Department internships, scholarship 
programs for graduate school, and careers in the department.   

�x Faculty are working with San Francisco-based non-government organizations, such as the 
World Affairs Council and the Asia Society, either as resource persons, guest speakers or 
moderators.  

�x Faculty have made connections with student organizations and groups based in other 
universities.  These include the Center for Asian Studies and the Filipino Study Group in 
UC Berkeley and the New York Southeast Asian Network in Columbia University. Faculty 
have been invited to give lectures and participate in conferences in their campuses. 

  
4.  Rebranding the department as making our majors job market competitive 
This is discussed in section III.A. 

  

C. Program Changes and Needs  
Overview:   
Program Demand Projections: After peaking with 204 majors in 2012, the department 
experienced a decline in enrollment. Majors dropped year-over-year from 193 in 2013 to 156 
in 2014, 145 in 2015, 193 in 2016, and 178 in 2017, for an overall five-year decline in majors 
of 12.75% over five years. We know that part of this decline is due to the fact that 1/4 of our 
majors were not enrolled due to various reasons, e.g. work-related issues, financial issues, 
health and family issues, and some classes not being offered. Finally, as we noted in our 
report last year, declining interest in attending law school impacts political science negatively.    

The declining interest in political science as a major is not unique to CSU East Bay. Indeed, 
even the best, most prestigious universities in the country have seen declines in the political 
science major. Stanford University has slightly more than 200 political science majors, out of 
an undergraduate student body of a bit more than 7,000—or 2.9%. For CSU East Bay the 
percentage of political science majors in the undergraduate student body of 13,000 is 1.5%. 
Stanford graduated 66 majors in 2009, 74 in 2011, 58 in 2013, 47 in 2015. Other political 
science departments have reported declines in numbers of majors and a 4.5% drop in degrees 
conferred between 2008 and 2013 according to data from the American Political Science 
Association.  

Faculty Resources:  We have five tenure-line faculty in the department presently; another 
will be starting in Fall 2018. 
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I. SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT –  

     A.  Program Learning Outcomes (PLO) 
Students graduating with a B.A. in Political Science from Cal State East Bay will be able to: 
 
PLO 1 POSC majors will be able to apply analytical and quantitative reasoning to theory and 
practice of political systems.  
PLO 2 POSC majors will articulate through oral and written competency the advanced elements 
of the political science field.  
PLO 3 POSC majors will describe political institutions, processes, and culture in the U.S. and 
around the world including the diversity of socio-demographic factors and actors.  
PLO 4 POSC majors will act responsibly; individually by exploring career options, and locally, 
nationally, globally through involvement in practical politics experience and/or civic engagement.  
PLO 5 POSC majors will demonstrate the ability to apply knowledge through collaborative 
learning and teamwork.  
 

University ILOs PLO 1 PLO 2 PLO 3 PLO 4 PLO 5 
Thinking and Reasoning: think critically and 
creatively and apply analytical and quantitative 
reasoning to address complex challenges and 
everyday problems 

 
   X 

 
  X 

   

Communication: communicate ideas, perspectives, 
and values clearly and persuasively while listening 
openly to others. 

  
  X 

   

Diversity: 
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Department PLOs POSC 3030/300 
 SLO 1 SLO 2 SLO 3 
PLO 1: apply analytical and quantitative reasoning to 
theory and practice of political systems 

 X X 

PLO 2: articulate through oral and written 
competency the advanced elements of the political 
science field 

 X X 

PLO 3: describe political institutions, processes, and 
culture in the U.S. and around the world including 
the diversity of socio-demographic factors and actors 

X  X 

PLO 4: act responsibly – individually by exploring 
career options, and locally, nationally, globally 
through involvement in practical politics experience 
and/or civic engagement 

  X 

PLO 5: demonstrate the ability to apply knowledge 
through collaborative learning and teamwork 

 X  

C. Summary of Assessment Process 
 

INSTRUMENT 3030/300 Exit 
Questionnaire I 
(Winter 2018 Section) 

3030/300 Coursework 3030/300 
Questionnaire II 
(Subsequent 
Section) 

SAMPLING 
PROCEDURE 

None, all students asked 
to complete survey 

No sampling: all 
students enrolled 

None, all students 
asked to complete 
survey 

SAMPLE 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Students enrolled in 
class 

Students enrolled in 
class 

Students enrolled 
in class  

DATA COLLECTION Anonymous survey 
deployed via Blackboard  

Submission through 
Blackboard; course 
participation  

Anonymous 
survey deployed 
via Blackboard 

DATA ANALYSIS % breakdown of 
responses 

Grading criteria % breakdown of 
Responses 

 In two sections of POSC3030/300, two different surveys were given to assess the 
PLOs listed above.  The first focused specifically on the usefulness of the Research 
Design assignment and student perceptions of its usefulness in advancing the PLOs.  The 
second survey, given in a subsequent section of POSC3030/300, asked more general 
questions about the political science program based on questions asked in last year’s 
assessment on our capstone class: POSC4910/499.   
 

1st Survey (N=20) 
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Data from 17-18 Assessment of POSC 
3030/300 (N=20) 
 
 

Strongly 
Agree/ 
Very 
Comfortable 

Agree/ 
 
Comfortable 

Neither 
Agree nor 
Disagree/ 
Neutral 

Disagree/ 
 
Uncomfortable 

Strongly 
Disagree/ 
Very 
Uncomfortable  

Not 
Applicable/ 
Don’t 
Know 
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2nd Survey (subsequent section of POSC3030/300, N=6) 

Data from 17-18 Assessment of POSC 3030/300 (N=6) 
My political science courses have … 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neither 
Agree nor 
Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

Not 
Applicable 

Enabled me to improve my 
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comfort with political science research methods.  The grade breakdown does indicate that there 
are still several students struggling with the more challenging material. 
 The second survey, designed to be similar to last year’s assessment of POSC4910, 
suffered from a small response rate. Thus, the results should be interpreted with caution.  That 
said, most students indicated that they agree that their political science classes have helped 
them develop their research, writing, communication, and analytic skills consistent with the 
PLOs.  Although more students were picking ‘agree’ than ‘strongly agree’ in 3030/300 as 
compared to 4910/499, this is likely a reflection of the tendency of students to take POSC 
3010/300 earlier than POSC 4910/499 and reflects the greater number of their other POSC 
classes the 4910/499 student would have completed (in addition to the low sample size). 
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with classes with an increased number of credit hours?  Since students often find 
the methodological material presented in these classes more challenging, are their 
alternative ways to present this material that add in student learning (like with 
sections focused on specific topics of student interest, either topically or 
methodologically)? 

2. How do other CSUs or peer institutions implement their research methods/capstone 
sequence to more efficiently serve student learning? Is East Bay similar in offering these 
two classes or requiring them of majors? 

II. DISCUSSION OF PROGRAM DATA & RESOURCE REQUESTS 
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Appendix A 

  



12 
 

 

 


	I. SELF-STUDY
	A. Five-Year Review Planning Goals
	B. Progress Toward Five-Year Review Planning Goals as of end of Spring 2018
	C. Program Changes and Needs

	I. SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT –
	A.  Program Learning Outcomes (PLO)

	C. Summary of Assessment Process
	In two sections of POSC3030/300, two different surveys were given to assess the PLOs listed above.  The first focused specifically on the usefulness of the Research Design assignment and student perceptions of its usefulness in advancing the PLOs.  T...
	E. Assessment Plans for Next Year

	II. DISCUSSION OF PROGRAM DATA & RESOURCE REQUESTS
	A. Discussion of Trends & Reflections
	B. Request for Resources


