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ike many students, Sara Bernritter struggles to 
pay for her college education. 

 The Cal State East Bay English major has 
watched fee increases escalate to the point that the 
cost of a bachelor’s degree is nearly more than she 
can afford. 
 But some relief could be on the horizon.
 A bill passed by the California Assembly on Jan. 
26 would establish a mandatory student fee and 
fi nancial aid policy at state colleges.  
 AB 1072, authored by Democrat Carol Liu, calls 
for a gradual, moderate and predictable student fee 
policy with undergraduate fee increases capped at 
8 percent in any academic year. It does not apply to 
graduate student fees. 
 “I’m very grateful to hear that this is happen-
ing,” said Bernritter, an English major who splits 
the cost of her education with her parents. “These 
fee increases are getting outrageous and I wasn’t 
sure how I was going to be able to afford to go here 
anymore.”


