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a educacion el negocio de todos. Edu -
cation is everybody’s business.
This was the theme forwlr Le

respectively.

Other careers suggested amongst his
group of friends—which also included Cas-
sandra Lopez and Amore Hill—were jobs as
diverse as chef to as beneficial as teacher.

Mathews said that while she was growing
up, she could count the number of Latinos
she knew who went to college with one
finger. She said the children of her com-
munity had no person they could look up
to in terms of education and college. Today,
she says, it’s a bit better: now it’s possible
to “count them

on one hand.”

One of the

most inter-

esting things

about the

summit was

the take some

students had

in terms of self-

sufficiency for

certain minor-

ity groups.

Opinions ranged from feeling that it was
the duty of a group to help their own kind
to feeling that the responsibility rests not

only on minorities, but on society at large.
By far, the most common opinion was that it
was a combination of support from society
with large doses of personal responsibility
in order to obtain, not only personal self-
sufficiency, but success as a society.

Luptia Figueiredo, the Mistress of
Ceremonies, felt the summit was a success
and has been successful since the very first
one held in 2000.

“When we started this thing in 2000,
there were 75 people in attendance. Now
look today, there must be at least 1,000
people in that audience. It's grown every
year.”

g poe 4.

When asked about her feelings on
group self-sufficiency she responded, “I
believe that it overlaps. If member(s) of a
minority become successful, (they) want
to give back to their community. Eventu-
ally, though, it goes beyond and becomes
a human thing. | support summits like this
because they are tailored to the needs of a
certain group, but | would also love to see
more multicultural events. More ways to
bring people together and say, ‘We’re all
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